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Tathe Tax Payers and Citizens
of Colorado County, Texas:

As a number of friends hive

mquas'sad me to make a publie

mmanhmrntanmwt in-
found agninst me As

the last grand jdry, in which 1

-was charged with unlawfully

changing the minutes of the
board of equalization by redue-
ing the assessed valuation of one
R. H: Beyer's property from
$22.50 per acre to $22.00 per acre,’
and as [ feel that the taxpayers
and citizens of this county are
rightfully entitled tosuch sjmte-
ment, eupecmll 50 'Hh.E'I‘E it con®

Pri =] J_-.u.;’ T'-q_v'r

-f'n--l-l-
anii.

‘mat.hmi uf m nrmmg 'lhl.‘lIl brlef
Iy as to all the facts apd. circim-

* stances ineident to and eoncern-

at

ing said indictment. :
Beginning in November of the
yvear 1000, when I was first elect-
ed tax assessor of this county, I
made my first appearance &b
Santa Auona school house, the
precinct in which K. H. Beyer's
property is located, and in which
he then and now resides, assess-
ing taxes for the year 1001. At
this time, and upon this occasion
quite a number of taxpayers in
that precinct, and especially the
neighbors of R. H. Beyer owning
property adjacent to his lands,
complained to me that they were
paying nearly double as much
per acre on their respective lands
as was Il. H, Beyeron his lands,
and they seemed to feel that in-
asmuch as their lands were of
equal value, if not of less value,
than R. H. Beyer's, that the as
sessed viluation should be equal
.Of course 1 will admit 1 was then
totally onfamiliar with the duties
. and aoth the tax assessor,

», ‘however I knew thatif these con-

ditions existed that is a mattar
of right and justice to all con-
corned something ovght to be

done by way of equalizing sndT

adjusting the vatuation of these
lands, so I told these com plainants
for them to appear before the
board of equalization when they
met in Jone of that year, and I
would nse my influence with the
commissioners’ court, and have
them adjust this matter if pos.
sible. After this Mr. Beyer
came to give in his assessment,
and I then told him of the com.
plaints made by his neighbors in
reéference to the difference in
valuation placed on his and the
asdjacent lands, Later upon in-
vestigation, 1 found Beyer's ldnd
to be assessed at $6.72 per acre,
while that of his neighbors was
assessed at 80,04 per acre. And
he, Beyer, then admitted there
was practically no difference in
the troe market value of his lands
and that of his neighbors. 1 al-
80 told Beyer then, as I told his
neighbers, to come before the
board of equalization in June in

_order that thege differences in

valuutionconld be adjusted to the
anlisimotion of all concerned,
'I‘hls suggestion on my partseem-
ed to be sitigiag tory- to all ax.

cept Mr. Beyer, who insisted

t I take his assessment as

n by him nt $6.72 per nere,
Er; refused to do, and there
ported this matter to the

board of equalization on the fol.
lowing June, and at said meeting
they equalized the waluation of
these lands by placing an assess.
ed valuation thereon at $8.00 per
aere, | lovite the inspection of
the records of the board of
in_corroboration of
the above statement, Mr. Beyer
seemed to thin®that I was direct-
Iy the cause of soch action on
the part of the board of equaliza-
tion, and he then told me that he
would goet even with me sooner
or later (whether or not h:tgng:

hhmmd hdsfutne. 'I'I:l.

lcourt raised my land higher than

political opposition on his part
has continued all along during
my tenure of office, and especial-
ly 50 in the'last campaign when
{Iﬂ:ﬂhﬂuis Bunmﬁu a unndi'
igainst me, g very ac
ive against me inghgt race. In
mentioning this opposition on
the partof Mr. Beyer, I do not
mean it in the light of eriticism,
for I concede that every man has
the right to support or oppode
any aspirant to 4 public office. 1
only-make mention of this in or-
(der to throw light, il possible,
upon the events which follow.
Now, in reference to the insti-
gation of the indictment against
me and the 'fnundlt.iun therefor,
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i memhe,r of the grand JI.H‘}' ‘that
found the hitl without any sol
icitation up-un the part of any of
the grand jurors, but "at the re-
quest of the district attorney,
and with nn affort to connect me
with sn alleged change in his as-
sessment, he misquoted a con-
versation which occurred be-
tween him and me on August the
2th, 1912, as was shown by the
testimony of other witnesses up-
on the stand, and on the witness
stand he testified to the same
conversation, in which he claim-
ed that I.told him on that date
that I had reduced the valuation
of his property from $22.50 to
$20.00 per actre after the board
of equalization had placed a valua-
tion thereon at $22.50 per acre.
[ am informed that the testimony
of Beyer as'a witness was prac-
tically the same as his statement
bafore the grand jury,and [ am
further informed that this state-
ment of Beyer before the grand
jury was nucleus and basis up-
on which the indictment was

i1l |':

{tound, and hsd it not been for

this statement by Beayer before
the grand jory, lam further in-
formed that no .bill wounld bave
been found, Upon the witness
stlnd Mr. Beyer further testifi-
od that when the above conversa-
tion occurred, he, Beyor, wasab-
solutely sober, 48 he had not
drunk anything intoxicating on
that day, ™aimiog that he was
giclk. In this connection I de
gire to state that the oneontra-
dicted testimony, with the ex-
ception of that of Beyer hims2Ii,
shows, and this was proven by
gight of the most prominent peo-
ple in this community, that Mr.
Beyer, at this time and on this
occasion was onquestionably
under the influence of liguor, as
he had been drinking very heavi-
ly while in Columbus and before
the conversation occurred; the
witnesses lestifying that they
!nnt ouly observed his condition,
but actually drank intoxicatiog
liguors with Beyer on that day.
If tlus was not true, Mr. Beyer
certainly did himself a great in-
justice,- and undoubtedly disap
pointed a great pumber of his
friends in not even attem pting to
prove by & single, witness other
than himsaelf that he was

intoxicating daring that day.
Now, the truth ol this conver.
sation between Mr. Beyer and
me is, and it occurred as follows
ns was shown by witnesses on
the stand:-on the afterncon of |
‘August the 26th, 1012, [ met Mr.
Beyer in Auvgust Ilse's saloon,
and I remarked to him that he
E'll looking bad. He replied,
Yes, if you had had the luck thé
last year or two that I have had,
you would look bad too, 1 Jost

nearly 8500.00 in the Ellinger
haclk failure, now this Burtis
chell bond, and then yon d
tax sssessor and commissioners’

that of my neighbors.” I toldhim
that I thought he was wrong in
ﬁhu the court [n):unlna“
adjourned. was

l?l!
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'soil, improvements, ete.; and de-

drink, which I did, and after that |§ l

we walked from the ‘bar to the |
south door of Ilse’s shloon where ||
we stopped and the' con-
versation occurred. 1 was not |}
| the only one 1o this |}
dhnversation, p 1;
there were. bwh. Citi his
town, Mr. Joe Gre '"”’ :
Adolph Franz, Ihn tl.pmlld to :
pass ont this door at the time |8
the conversation occurred, ang |
each of them overheard !rhat I3
toid Mr. Beyer in reference to |8
the court fixing the valuation, |3
and these witnesses testified to
these facts upon the trial. In
referance to what I meant in tell-
IHE Mr Bej'er 'Iihl.t- thncuurt.]uﬂ
L u.r ’ SR
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t.mu of I‘;he hunrd of equalization |2
in June of 1012 when the ques- |}
tion of the valustion of the lands |§
belonging to Mr Beyer dud other |3
people in that immediate vicinity |
came up for discussion. Last|§
year Mr. Beyer's land was as- |;
seased at $10.00 per . acre, and |§
the adjacent lands at about the |
same valoation, but the commis- |}
sioners' court felt that this val
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Loans & Discounts..., . $ 405700
Banking Houss & l-"h;tum vesse 1490336
Honds | -21,000.00
Due from U. 5. I‘reiuumr 1, 000,00
Hohl Elale ... cconovnrnsnvmanye T gTLo0,
. Cash & Sight Exchange. ........ 199879
0 ':i"ﬂ_ 1
Liabilities g
Capital Btock. . 1. B 95,000.00
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Dtm September30th, 1911. .. ...... AT $158,470.57
Deposits September 30th, 1912.. oha ph b M
GAIN IN PAST TWELVE MUNTHS . $145,614.13

On ih: showing of the above statement we nli:it your business.
FOX STEPHENS, Cashier
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uation was Lo low, In compari-
son with other lands over the

county of the same-character of

cided to raise these lands in
value. In the meantime with
permission of Mr. Anton Kallas
and several others owning lands
in that vicinity, agresd that a
vilnation of $20.00 per acre would
be satisfactory, consequently the
court did not notify any of them
to appear before them and show
cause why they should not be
raised, in that preginct, except
Mr. Beyer and .Mpr, Blinka,
During the discussiop by the
court upon this m appear- |
adthal some of them felt that all
lands in that vicinity of the kind
and quality of Beyer's should be
assessed at more than $20.00 per
acre, but as the court was then
about to adjourn and ag the dif-
ferent parties owning lands in
that vicinity were not present
and had not been notified, it was
my understanding and impres-
sicn that the court assessad all
lands there at $20.00 per acre,
and I noticed this change npon
the original assessment lists of
Beyer, Blinka, Kallus, and all
the rest and socarried it into my
assessment rolls of Colorado
county for the yeai 1012, as the
SAMEe now appears on -<régord,

3 companies and write all kinds p{

THERE MUST BE A REASON

Why the people of Eagle Lake
are placing their insurance with

PUTNEY & WILSON
They represent the very best of

INSURANGE

PUTNEY & W/ILSON

« Headquarters for Insurance of All Kinds «

Office in the Norris Bui!ding - Phone Number 1 6-3

whch record and original assess-

b |

ment lists were introduced in
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evidence pnd stand undisputed
asd vndetiied.

In this connection Beyer testi-
fied that heappeared before the

Give your job printing to The Headlight. Don't

send your orders away from home.

board of equalization at that

time, and over his protest the|®
court rnised the valuation of his
land to§22.50 per-acre, and that
it was left at that figure, and
that the first time he konew of
the chunge being made was'when
he claimed that | told him I had

rmt;dulii:-eml.iuns of the
drunk or had not dronk anything | equalization, and they had this

'Mnnuﬂu.ld Mr. Johnnie J. Brod,

on—my-kinfolss, | tion
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made the cliange. Durin: the
*board of

matter under discussion possibly
apon two different times, I ob-
tained my impression that Baey-
er's land was left at $20.00 be-
cauge of the fact that a majority
|of the board, to wit, Judge J. J

commissioner of precinet No. H
and T\ J. Roberts, commissioner
of precinct No. 4, were in favor
of rescinding some action they
had taken the day before and
placing Beyer's land af a valua-
wual e that of all other
lands of equal value in that neigh-
borhood, which to my mind was
the only Yust and right thing
they could do. nently 1
placed the valuation of $20.00 per,
acre on Beyer’s, Kallus', and the
other pro
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will amount to a start in life.
We pay 4 percent interest on time deposits
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