
A F Klrkldnd mch 11 r* 

£ukj^ 
Bruce W' McCarty, Editor and Proprietor, "•OTHIRO KXTIHUAra. MOB SR DOWll AUaHX IK MAUOI.' One Dollar and a Half Per Year in Advance, 

VOLUME X. Eagle Lake, Texas, Saturday, November 2, 1912, NUMBER 24 

To the Tax Payers and Citizens 
of G)lotado Gmnty, Texas: 

Asa number of friends have 
requested me to make a public 
statement in reference tb the in-
4Ji6ii9^X l9-"~°<̂ . apftinst m& as 
tax assessor of Ibis contity, "by 
the last grand jrfry, in which I 

•was char{?ed with unlawfully 
chanRing the minutes of the 
board of equalization by reduc­
ing the assessed valuatioi) of one 
R. H.' Beyer's property from 
$22.50 per acre to $22.00 per acre,' 
and a» r feel'that the taxpayers 
and citizens of this county are 
rightfully entitled to such s^te-
ment, especially so w^er© it con"-

political opposition on his part 
has continued all along during 
my tenure of office, and especial­
ly-so in the'last campaign when 
Mr. Louis Bunge was a candi­
date a ^ i n s t ^ e , being very actj 
ive against me inijbhstt race. In 
mentioning this opposition on 
the part of Mr. Beyer, I do not 
mean it in the light of criticism, 
for I concede that every man has 
the right to support or oppose 
any aspirant to a public office. I 
only-make mention of this in or­
der to throw light, if possible, 
upon the events which follow. 

Now, in reference to the insti­
gation of the indictment against 
rae and the foundation thetefor, 

• • ( 

method of informing them brief­
ly as to all the facts ai^d;circum­
stances incident to and concern­
ing said indictment. 

Beginning in November of the 
year 1900, when I was first elect­
ed tax assessor of this county, I 
mide my first appearance at 
Santa Anna school house, the 
precinct in which R. H. Beyer's 
property is located, and in which 
he then and now resides, assess­
ing taxes for the year 1901. At 
this time, and upon this occasion 
quite a number of taxpayers in 
that precinct, and especially the 
neighbors, of R. H. Beyer owning 
property adjacent to his lands, 
complained to me that they were 
paying nearly double as mucTi 
per acre on their respective lands 
as wasR. H. Beyer* on his lands, 
and they seemed to feel that in­
asmuch as their lands were of 
equal value, if not of less value, 
than R. H. Beyer's, that the as­
sessed valuation should be equal. 
9f course I will admit I was then 
totally unfanoiliar with the duties 
And aathoifllflbttbetarassessori 
however I knew that if these con­
ditions existed that as a matter 
of right and justice to all con­
cerned something ought, to be 

yer, whobyrtfie. way was 
a member of_the grand jury that 
found the bill, without any sol­
icitation'up)on the part of any of 
the grand jurors, but 'at the re­
quest of the district attorney, 
and with an effort to connect me 
with an alleged change in his as­
sessment, he misquoted a con­
versation which occurred be­
tween him and me on August the 
26th, 1912, as was shown by the 
testimony of other witnesses up­
on the stand, and on the witness 
stand he testified to the same 
conversation, in which he claim­
ed that I.told hina on that date 
that I had reduced the valuation 
of his property from $22.50 to 
$20.00 per acre after the board 
of equahzation had placed a valua­
tion thereon at $22.50 per acre. 
I am informed that the testimony 
of Beyer as a witness was prac­
tically the same as his statement 
before the grand jury, and I am 
further informed that this state­
ment of Beyer before the grand 
jury was nucleus and basis up­
on which the indictment was 
found, and had it not been for 
this statement by Beyer before 
the grand jury, I am further in­
formed that no bill would have 
been found. Upon the witness 

done by .way of equalizing atiS^'stSnd MrJ Beyer further testifi 

> 

adjusting the vahaation of these 
lands, so I told these com plainants 
for them to appear before the 
board of equalization when they 
met in June of that year, and I 
would use my influence with thg 
commissioners' court, and have 
them adjust this matter if pos­
sible. After this Mr. Beyer 
came to give in his assessment, 
and I then told him of the com­
plaints made by his neighbors in 
reference to the difference in 
valuation placed on his and the 
adjacent lands. Later upon in­
vestigation, 1 found Beyer's land 
to be assessed at $6.72 per acre, 
while that of his neighbors was 
assessed at $9.04 per acre. Alid 
he, Beyer, then admitted there 
was practically no difference in 
the true market value of his lands 
and that of his neighbors. I al 
so told Beyer then, as I told his 
neighbers, to come before the 
board of equalization in June in 
order that these differences in 
valuation could be adjusted to the 
satisfaction of a l l concerned. 
This suggestion on my part seem­
ed to be satisfactory to all ex­
cept Mr. Beyer, who insisted 

fethiit I take hi.s assessment as 
l^Iven by him at $6.72 per acre, 
jiwbich I refused to do, and there 
|Xfter reported this matter to the 

board of equalization on the fol­
lowing June, and at said meeting 
they ef|ualized the valuation of 
these lands by placing an assess­
ed valuation thereon at $8.00 per 
acre. I invite the inspection of 
the records of the board of 
equalization in corroboratinn of 
the above statement. Mr. Beyer 
seemed to thinlf that I was direct­
ly the cause of such action on 
the part of the board of equaliza­
tion, and he then told me that he 
would get even with me sooner 
or later (whether or not he kept 
his promise or not remains to be 
seen from the following). 

At the next general election 
when Frank Taylor was my op 
poncnt. HP, Bfyer, Inomgdtip on 

ed that when the above conversa­
tion occurred, he, Beyer, was ab­
solutely sober, as he had not 
drunk anything intoxicating on 
that day, claiming that he was 
sick. In this connection I de­
sire to state that the uncontra­
dicted testimony, with the ex­
ception of that of Beyer himself, 
showS; and this was proven by 
eight of the most prominent peo­
ple in this community, that Mr. 
Beyer, at this time and on this 
occasion w a s unquestionably 
under the influence of liquor, as 
he had been drinking very heavi­
ly while in Ck)lumbus and before 
the conversation occurred; the 
witnesses testifying that they 
not oaly observed his condition, 
but actually drank intoxicating 
liquors with Beyer on that day. 
If this was not true, Mr. Beyer 
certainly did himself a great in­
justice, and undoubtedly disap­
pointed a great number of his 
friends in not even attempting to 
prove by a single,witness other 
than himself that he was not 
drunk or had not drunk anything 
intoxicating during that day. 

Now, the truth of this conver­
sation between Mr. Beyer and 
me is, and it occurred as follows 
as was shown by witnesses on 
the stand: on the afternoon of 
August the 2()th, 1912, I met Mr. 
Beyer in August Use's saloon, 
and I remarked to him that he 
was looking bad. He replied. 
"Yes, if you had had the luck the 
last year or two that I have had, 
you would look bad too. I lost 
aBoul ^2000.00 on my kinfolks, 

W A T C H U S G R O W ! 
Condensed Sworn Statement ol the 

First National Bank, Eagle Qce, Texas 
- September 3Qth. 1912 

Resources 
Loans & Discounts .'.$264,077.90 
Banking House & Pixtiipes . 14,99.3.3« 
Bonds . : •21.000.00 
Due from U. S. Treasurer......... 1,000.00 
Real Estate ., ' 671.00, 
Cash & Sight Exchanfc 13l.W8.7f 

8433,741.14 
Liabilities * 

Capital Stock. .'.;..$ 7.5,000.06 
Surplus and Undivided Profits.. 19,240.44 

^ftp^7ix«arsa6e - "'510 
DEPOSITS 303,f84.70 

cor ta 

. . . MpS,741.l*r-^ 

Deposits Scptember30th, 't9U $158,470.57 
Deposits September 30th, J 9 I 2 . . . . . . . . . . . u . . . . . . . 303,984.70 
GAIN IN PAST TWELVE M O N T H S . . . . . . . . $145,514.13 

On the showing of the above statement we soUctt your business. 
FOX STEPHENS, Cashier 

nearly $.')00.00 in the Ellinger 
hank failure, nOw this iiurtts 
chell bond, and t"hen you d 
tax assessor and commissioners' 
court raised my land higher than 
that of my neighbors." I told him 
that I thought he was wrong in 
this as the court (meaning the 
board of equalization) fixed that 
before they adjourned. This was 
about all that occurred between 

used "all Che resources then af] 
bis command to defeat me. This j 

us, Hnd after this conviersation 1 

leyer on this occasion he insist­
ed that I join him in taking a 

drink, which I did, and after that g°«»'ĵ ".~°«oooooooooooa»oooc)cî ^ 
we walked from the bar to the 
south door of Use's saloon where 
we stopped and wbefe the con­
versation occurred. I was not 

, the only one who ,tesi|fted to this 
dbnvei;^ation, f o r fortunately 
there were tg^>.uCitiaeB|kf)L-tbj& 
town, Mr, Joe Greenfo^inind Mr. 
Adolph Franz, who happened to 
pass out this door at the time 
the conversation occurred, and 
each of them overheard what I 
told Mr. Beyer in reference to 
the court fixing the valuation, 
and these witnesses testified to 
these facts upon the trial. In 
reference to what I n^eant in tell­
ing Mr. Beyer that the court h^d 

,fiQmd, as ' f '^CHernliln^IKe ac-"* 
tionof the board of equalization 
in June of 1912 when the ques­
tion of the valuation of th& lands 
belonging to Mr Beyer rfnd other 
people in that immediate vicinity 
came up for discussion. Last 
year Mr. Beyer's land was as­
sessed at $16.00 per,acre, and 
the adjacent lands at about the 
same valuation, but the commis­
sioners' court felt that this val­
uation was too low, in compari­
son with other lands over the 
county of the same character of 
soil, improvements, etc.; and de­
cided to raise these lands in 
value. In the meantime with 
permission of Mr. Antjon Kallus 
and several others owning lands 
in that vicinity, agreecf that a 
valuation of $20.00 per acre would 
be satisfactory, consequently the 
court did not notify any of them 
to appear before them and show 
cause.why they should not be 
raised, in that precinct, except 
Mr. Beyer and - Mr. Blinka. 
During the discussioo by the 
court upon this mattjUjt appear­
ed that some of them felt that all 
lands in that vicinity of the kind 
and quality of Beyer's should be 
assessed at more than $20.00 per 
acre, but as the court was then 
about to adjourn and as the dif­
ferent parties owning lands in 
that vicinity were not present 
and had not been notified, it was 
my understanding and impres­
sion that the court assessed all 
lands there a t $20.00 per acre, 
and I noticed this change upon 
the original assessment lists of 
Beyer, Blinka, Kallus, and all 
the rest and so carried it into my 
assessment rolls of Colorado 
county for the yeas 1912, as the 
same now appears on record, 
which record and original assess­
ment lists were introduced in 
evidence and stand undisputed 
and unuetiled. 

In this connection Beyer testi­
fied that he appeared before the 
board of equalization at that 
time, and over his protest the 
court raised thq valuation of his 
land to $22.50 per acre, and that 
it was left at that figure, and 
that the first time he knew of 
the change being made was when 
he claimed that I told him I had 
made the change. During the 
deliberations of the board of 
equalization, and they had this 
matter under discussion possibly 
upon two different times, I ob­
tained my impression that Bey­
er 's land was left at $20.00 be­
cause of the fact that a majority 
of the board, to wit. Judge J. J. 
Mansfield, Mr. Johnnie J. Brod, 
commissioner of precinct No. 3; 
and T. J. Roberts, commissioner 
of precinct No. 4, were in favor 
of rescinding some action they 
had taken the day before and 
placing Beyer's land at a valua-
tion equal to that of all other 

THERE MUST BE A REASON 

Why the people of Eagle Lake 
are placing their insurance with 

PUTNEY & WILSON 
They represent the very best of 
companies and write all kinds pf 

INSURANCE 

PUTNEY & WILSON 
%K Headquarters for Insurance of All Kinds ^H 

Office in the Norris Buildinjf Phone Number I 6-3 

Give your job printing to The Headlight. Don't 
^end your orders away from home. 

lands of etjual value in that neigh 
borhood, which to my mind was 
the only just and right thing 
they could do. Conspquently I 
placed the valuation of $20.(X) per, 
acre on Beyer's, Kallus', and the 
other property owners in that 
vicinity. It is true that the 
minute book of the board of 
equalization shows an erasure in 
the valuation of R. H. Beyer's 
assesspnent,. and this 

sava^tiJB 
Mr. fienry Hastedt who kept 

ConUaucd oa p»t(e four 
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BOY TODAY! 
If for no other tason than than the teaching of the value of ? 
money you should have a bank account for your children in I 
their individual name. It will grow with them, and augmented • 
by the deposits of their savings by the time they become of age, | 
will amount to a start in life. I 

We pay 4 per cent interest on time deposits 

EAGLE LAKE STATE BANK 
» 

LYLE T . PHILLIPS, Asst. Cashic r. 
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